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refused to make any sort of common cause with the Govern-
ment ; they wanted a totalitarian state and not a coalition.
As these two sets of radicals were too strong, a reasonable
parliamentary majority could only be obtained by a coalition
of all other groups. Now the German Nationalists did not
wish to sit on the same benches with the Social Democrats
and vice versa. In consequence the leaders of the German
Government had chiefly to rely on forces outside parlia-
ment. These forces were, however, not so reliable as the
closely united parties. Thus it came about that forces had
to be played off against each other or used as counter-
poises, but that a predominating change of direction only
happened as perhaps in the children's game of * twos and
threes \ To give one of the numerous examples : At the
beginning of his term Dr. Bruning ruled with the support
of the President, the Reichswehr, the Social Democrats,
the Church, the industrialists, the Provincial Governments
(which were predominantly social-democratic) and the
landowners. He was, however, in sharp opposition to the
National Socialists, the Communists and the German
Nationalists. In course of time the President, the Reichs-
wehr and the landowners deserted him, and for a while
there was a rapprochement with the German Nationalists
and even with Hitler. Finally he was overthrown by
Hindenburg and Schleicher, who had once raised him to
power and for a long time had supported him whole-
heartedly.
In order to estimate the individual forces one must now
lay hold on a definite point of time in the flow of events
in these three critical years. The best date to take is the
end of May 1932. This is the date when Bruning was
overthrown and Papen was dragged from obscurity by
General Schleicher to become Reichschancellor.
Hindenburg
At this date the most important position of power was
held by the old Field-Marshal General von Hindenburg,
who was eighty-four years old, The German Constitution